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schools maintained by the Congregational,
Protestant Episcopal and Presbyterian de-
nominations. Churches number 137.
Salt Lake City is in the center of a rich
mining region and has a number of large
smelters. Industrial establishments are about
263 in number, including factories for
clothing, sugar, dairy products, bakery prod-
ucts, canned goods; also foundries, machine
shops and cement works.
History. Salt Lake City was founded in
1847 by a company of Mormons under the
leadership of Brigham Young (see mor-
mons). It was organized as a city in 1851
and was given its present name in 1868.
After the discovery of gold and silver in the
vicinity, Gentiles (those not belonging to the
Mormon faith) began to settle in the city,
and now only about 47 per cent of the popu-
lation is Mormon. The city is the exact
center of a great scenic area including the
Grand Canyon and Yellowstone Park. The
city is governed by five commissioners, one
of whom is the mayor. No other city be-
tween Denver and the Pacific Coast can rival
Salt Lake City in historic interest and in-
dustrial importance; it marks the conquest of
discouraging physical conditions and the de-
velopment of civilization amidst terrific haz-
ards. The population was 140,267 in 1930.
SALTON SEA, sawl'ton, or SALTON
SINK, a large body of water occupying
a portion of Imperial Valley in Southern Cal-
ifornia. The valley is the basin of an old inlet
from the Gulf of California, and is from 200
to 300 feet below sea level. It is supposed to
have been shut off. from the gulf by a bar
formed of sediment deposited by the Colorado
River, whose bed is far above the bottom of
the valley. In time the water evaporated and
left a large fertile area. This land, however,
was useless without water for irrigation. In
1900 a company of American capitalists at-
tempted to supply the valley with water by
tapping the Colorado River and constructing
a canal. But the slope of the canal was so
rapid that the water soon got beyond control,
and the Colorado sought the lower level by
the shortest course. A lake covering an area
of 500 square miles was formed. The river
has been brought under control and the lake
confined to an area of 190,000 acres. It
is to be preserved as a permanent drainage
basin for the Imperial and Coachella val-
leys. The drainage district will be enlarged
sufficiently to permit fluctuations in the level
 of the water. Plans include a state park
and a refuge for migratory birds.
SALTPETER, or NI'TER, a compound of
potassium and nitric acid, known in chemis-
try as potassium nitrate and bearing a close
resemblance to common salt. It is found
native in some earths in the cave region of
Kentucky and Tennessee, and in certain lo-
calities in Spain, Egypt and India, but most
of the saltpeter of commerce is prepared by
treating potassium chloride with sodium ni-
trate.
Saltpeter crystallizes in transparent six-
sided prisms. It has a mild, salty taste, and
when taken in small quantities produces a
cooling effect. For this reason it is some-
times given as medicine in fevers. It is a
strong preservative, and is sometimes put in
brine for preserving meat. Its most exten-
sive use in the arts is in the manufacture of
gunpowder; it is also used in making fire-
works and matches; it enters into the compo-
sition of a number of fluxes for smelting
ores, and is employed to some extent in dye-
ing.
Chile Saltpeter or Soda Saltpeter, is a so-
dium nitrate. It takes its name from the fact
that extensive beds of it are found in Chile
and Bolivia. It is extensively used as a ferti-
lizer and in the manufacture of saltpeter.
See gunpowder; fertilizers.
SALTS, smelling, a preparation of car-
bonate of ammonia with a sweet-scented
volatile oil. See ammonia.
SALUTATION", formal recognition, by
words or gestures, between persons upon
meeting. Verbal salutations usually express
a wish for the welfare of a person or an in-
quiry as to his health. Salutations by gesture
vary with different peoples. In Western
countries people shake hands or kiss each
other; the Chinaman shakes his own bands;
the Tibetan sticks out his tongue and pulls
his right ear; the native New Zealanders rub
noses. Subservience is indicated by prostra-
tions, kneeling, miliary salutes, etc.
Salutations according to rank, as "Your
Majesty," "Your Grace," "Your Excellency,"
were formerly very much in use. These still
persist even in democracies, in the title "Rev-
erend" given to clergymen and "Your Hon-
or" addressed to judges.
SALVABOE, sahl va dawr', the smallest,
most, densely populated and most progressive
of tbe republics of Central America, has an
area of 13,176 square miles, making it a little

